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San Francisco University High School seeks to provide each student with a broad 
background in the liberal arts. The curriculum represents a combination of required 
courses thought to be fundamental to a liberal education, a rich selection of elective 
courses aimed at meeting the needs and interests of a diverse study body, and a variety of 
opportunities to pursue independent programs of study. This publication is designed to 
provide you and your family with guidance as you design your program at this school.

The keynote to program planning is personal responsibility. At University High 
School you have an opportunity to take an active part in devising your own course 
of study. While distribution requirements must be met, you are in a very real sense 
responsible for your co-curricular and academic schedule. We encourage you to 
take both the close and the long view in this program planning process, considering 
personal strengths and weaknesses, areas of interest, as well as areas of study you may 
not yet have explored, aspirations for future schooling, and careers. We also encourage 
you to discuss your plans in depth with your parents, mentor, and teachers. The 
faculty is available to help identify issues and to pose pertinent questions concerning 
breadth, specialization, workload, appropriateness of special programs and activities, 
and future aspirations. Your own questions should be directed to your mentor, 
teachers, department chairs, academic dean, and other members of the faculty. In the 
final analysis, the decisions will be yours; you can be educated only by yourself.

MISSION STATEMENT & UHS HONOR PLEDGE

REQUESTING COURSES

Prior to the start of each term, there is 
a one or two week program planning 
period for students to submit course re-
quests to the Academic Office. Program 
planning for the spring semester occurs 
in October, and planning for the coming 
fall semester takes place in April. Plan-
ning guides and all necessary forms are 
distributed through the website. It is our 
intention that you will have thoughtful 
conversations about the choices you are 
making with your parents and mentor.

Because we offer such a broad variety 
of courses, we have a large number of 
single-section courses, particularly for 
juniors and seniors. This means that we 
cannot always accommodate your first 
choice of courses. Often this is due to 
irresolvable schedule conf licts (a single-
section math course at the same time as 
a single-section arts course, for example). 
The registrar and academic dean spend a 
great deal of time over the summer build-
ing, reviewing, and fine-tuning student 
schedules to avoid as many such conf licts 
as possible. Unfortunately, not all of them 
can be resolved, and occasionally students 
have to make difficult choices. It is for 
this reason that we sometimes ask you to 
rank up to four choices for elective courses.

As stated in the UHS Mission Statement, 
our academic program is designed to 
challenge each student to “engage in  
an education that fosters responsibility 
and the spirited pursuit of knowledge.”  
It is important to recognize that our 
Graduation Requirements represent  
minimum expectations only. The 
programs in all departments include 
advanced courses that interested students 
should actively pursue.

GRADUATION  
REQUIREMENTS AND  
UC ELIGIBILITY

A student who meets these graduation 
requirements also meets the minimum 
subject requirements for application to 
the University of California system as 
long as the grade earned in each of the 
courses is C- or above. UC requires 
minimum coursework in all subjects. 
For example, in English, UC requires 
applicants to complete four years of high 
school English with grades of C- or 
higher to be eligible for admission. Thus, 
any student earning a semester grade 
in English below C- will need to make 
up that subject deficiency. (Note: In 
addition to these subject requirements, a 
student must also meet UC’s minimum 
GPA requirement in order to be eligible 
for admission to the UC system.) For a 
complete list of requirements, please refer 
to the UC Admissions website (http://
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/). If 
you need to make up a subject require-
ment, be sure to speak with the academic 
dean to discuss your options. Please note 
that UC eligibility does not guarantee 
UC admission.

GRADUATION  
REQUIREMENTS

As you go about the process of planning 
your program, you should keep in mind 
that there are certain specific minimum 
requirements that you are expected to 
complete successfully in order to receive  
a UHS diploma. These are:

• English: I, II, one seminar course in 
each semester of the junior and  
senior years

• Mathematics: I, II, III

• Languages: I, II, III or three years  
of one language

• Science: Biology I & II and Chemistry  
I & II prior to the Class of 2019;  
Physics and Chemistry for Class of  
2020 and beyond

• History: History I: Non-Western  
Civilizations and US History Honors

• Arts: Western Civilization: History  
of the Arts and two semesters of  
additional Arts courses

• Human Development: courses each 
semester focusing on health and well-
ness, community engagement, cultural 
competency, learning and metacogni-
tion, or college counseling. Communi-
ty engagement hours in the sophomore 
and junior years, and a community 
engagement project in the senior year

• Physical Education: PE, interscholastic 
sports, or an alternate activity  
each semester
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REQUIRED COURSES

ELECTIVEARTS

ENGLISH

LANGUAGES

HISTORY

MATH

SCIENCE

LEVEL I LEVEL II

SEMINAR SEMINAR SEMINAR SEMINAR

LEVEL III **

U. S. HISTORY  
HONORS

ELECTIVE*

FULL-YEAR SEMESTER-LONG

9TH GRADE 10TH GRADE 11TH GRADE 12TH GRADE

PHYSICS CHEMISTRY

COURSE LOAD

All courses at University High School 
have the same weight and are awarded 
equal academic credit (except where 
noted in the Program Guide). It is expect-
ed that each student will take at least five 
courses each term, exclusive of Indepen-
dent Study projects. The exception to this 
policy is for students conducting a senior 
project (in the Independent Study pro-
gram), in which case the Senior Project 
may count as one of the five courses that 
make up the minimum load.

ADDING AND  
DROPPING COURSES

The first five school days of each semester 
are considered a “Grace period” for 
schedule changes. The following guide-
lines apply to schedule change requests 
during grace period:

• Schedule Change Request forms are 
available online on the Student Portal  
of our website.

• All student requests for changes should 
be discussed first and in detail with 
the student’s mentor. The mentor’s 
signature is required on the form.

• Requests for changes will be reviewed 
by the Academic Office in consulta-
tion with the mentor when changes 
are significant or complex. We shall 
try to accomplish as many schedule 
changes as possible using the form only, 
but when further discussion is needed 
students will be asked to make an  
appointment with the academic dean 
or the registrar.

• Student, mentor, and relevant teachers 
will be notified by email as soon as 
a decision has been reached about a 
schedule change requests, and updated 

copies of the student schedule will be 
online. Students are required to follow 
the last schedule they received and 
should not start attending new classes 
until they’ve received a revised sched-
ule from the registrar.

Dropping a Course after the grace period

Generally, students are not allowed to 
drop or add courses after the end of grace 
period. Students are not allowed to drop 
a full-year course at the start of the spring 
semester. The only exception to this rule 
is when the teacher, mentor, and academ-
ic dean determine that the student has 
been placed in the wrong level of course. 
In these cases we will, in consultation 
with student and parents, change the 
student’s schedule and assign the correct 
course as soon as possible.

TAKING A COURSE WITH 
THE CREDIT/NO CREDIT 
GRADING OPTION

To encourage students to take courses 
outside their areas of strength by 
diminishing the importance of grades, 
the school allows enrollment in certain 
classes on a credit/no credit basis. Under 
this policy, the student receives a record 

“Credit” if he or she earns a C- or bet-
ter in the course, and a record of “No 
Credit” if the grade is a D+ or lower. 
The following guidelines apply: This 
option is not available for required or 
prerequisite courses.

• A limit of two semester courses or one 
full-year course over the four years 
may be taken under this policy.

• A student choosing this option must 
have the permission of his or her  
parent and mentor, the Academic 
Dean, and the College Counselor.

• The completed application (form 
available from the registrar) must be 
submitted to the Academic Office by 
the end of grace period (the first five 
days of class each term).

• The decision to enroll in either a  
semester of full-year course on a cred-
it/no credit basis cannot be reversed.

REQUESTING A  
SPECIFIC TEACHER

Because of our relatively small size and 
the wide variety of courses that we offer, 
we cannot honor requests for specific 
teachers. We maintain high standards for 
teaching and professionalism at Univer-
sity High School, and we have confidence 
that each member of our teaching faculty 
provides an excellent opportunity for 
students to learn. The school values the 
diversity of individual styles that our 
teachers bring to the classroom, and rec-
ognizes that each student will also have a 
particular approach to learning. It is one 
of our educational goals that each student 
will develop his or her ability to learn in 
a variety of settings, with teachers who 
teach in a variety of ways.

ENGLISH I:
SELF AS STORY

HISTORY I:
NON-WESTERN
CIVILIZATIONS

MATH I:
ALGEBRA

MATH II:
GEOMETRY

LEVEL I
MATH III: ADV. ALG
OR ADV. ALGEBRA

& PRECALC **

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
CURRICULUM

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
CURRICULUM

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
CURRICULUM

2 HOURS
PER WEEK

2 HOURS
PER WEEK

2 HOURS
PER WEEK

SENIOR COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT PROJECT

2 HOURS
PER WEEK

ENGLISH II:
SELF AND SOCIETY

WESTERN
CIV.

HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

* Arts electives may be taken 
at any time over a student’s 
four years at UHS.

** Completion of Levels III 
in Math and Languages may 
occur earlier than junior year 
in some cases.




