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The study of history is an essential part of the school’s comprehensive program. To deepen 
the students’ understanding of the world past and present, as well as to build and refine 
their skills in service of historical inquiry and analysis, the History department offers a 
four-year curriculum of core courses and electives. History I: Non-Western Civilizations 
introduces students to the practice of historical inquiry and to area studies and is required 
of all freshmen. The multidisciplinary course, Western Civilization: A History of the 
Arts, although housed in the Arts Department, furthers sophomores’ study of history. All 
students must take United States History in their junior or senior year. The capstone is our 
rich elective program, which allows juniors and seniors to do further investigation and skills 
refinement in area studies and in theme-based courses.
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HISTORY I: NON- 
WESTERN CIVILIZATIONS 

In this two-semester course, we intro-
duce students to the study of history and 
culture. We begin with a fall-semester 
study of Mexico from pre-Columbian 
times to the present, focusing on the ways 
that government, religion, art, politics, 
gender roles, and class allow us to analyze 
and understand its culture and history. 
We also focus on building skills neces-
sary for productive historical inquiry, 
skills that will be reinforced and honed 
throughout the year: writing for clarity, 
coherence, clear statement of thesis, and 
cogency of argument; notetaking from 
texts, visual sources, on line sources, and 
class discussion; and the integration of 
primary and secondary sources into a 
larger historical narrative. During the 
second semester, students in different sec-
tions will study the history of China, In-
dia, the Middle East, or Africa, focusing 
in each case on the rise of empires, the 
inf luence of European colonization, the 
history of religion, and the experience of 
the common people. 

• Open to: 9

UNITED STATES  
HISTORY HONORS 

This course is intended to introduce 
students to critical issues in the shap-
ing of the American nation. The topics 
addressed in this survey typically include 
the colonial experience, the Revolution, 
slavery and the Civil War, industrializa-
tion and immigration, progressive reform, 
the Twenties and the Great Depression, 
American foreign policy (in particular 
the two World Wars, the Cold War, and 
Vietnam), and the role race has played in 
shaping the American experience. The 
course adopts a chronological focus to give 
students both a sense of perspective on the 
present and an understanding of historical 
causation. Readings include a core text, 
primary sources, and supplementary works. 
The format of this course is designed to 
help students see the many exciting ways 
of knowing the past. Lectures and seminar 
discussions are supplemented with simula-
tions, films, guest speakers, and field trips. 
The course is intended as well to help 
students refine their academic skills, es-
pecially those of critical analysis, effective 
discussion and listening. Special emphasis 
is placed on developing essay technique 
and on learning about historical research. 

• Open to: 11, 12

AP EUROPEAN HISTORY 

This two-semester course focuses on 
political, social, and cultural develop-
ments in Europe from the Renaissance 
to the present. The course concentrates 
on various forces of change in an effort 
to understand how and why European 
civilization developed as it did and the 
impact of that civilization on the rest of 
the world, particularly Asia and Africa. 
This course offers an introduction to 
pivotal people, ideas, and events in history. 
Readings will include: a textbook which 
emphasizes social and cultural history, a 
collection of primary source documents, 
works of political philosophy, interpretive 
essays, and various other monographs and 

critical writing. Requirements include 
research papers and tests including essays. 
Historically-based films and classic films 
will be shown, particularly during the 
second semester. The class operates as a 
discussion-based seminar, and, to that end, 
daily preparation is expected. Students are 
expected to sit for the Advanced Place-
ment Exam.

• Open to: 12

ECONOMICS

Economics is the study of money and 
the material standard of living of society. 
In this full-year course, we begin with 
domestic economic policy in the fall, and 
focus on international economics in the 
spring. In the fall semester, we will study 
property rights, drug policy, minimum 
wages, antitrust and regulation of mo-
nopoly, investment and financial markets, 
taxes, poverty and inequality, housing, en-
vironmental policy, health care, and Social 
Security. In the spring semester, we shift to 
international economics. We will investi-
gate growth and development, international 
trade, imperialism, investment and capital 
markets, education, science and technol-
ogy, natural resources, economic geography, 
environmental limits to growth, population 
and fertility, the division of labor, Industrial 
Revolutions, major setbacks such as famine, 
war, and depression, political economy,  
and corruption.

Our quality of life depends critically on 
our economic policy. As citizens, vot-
ers, and leaders, you will be shaping our 
economic world throughout your lives. 
If you are able to critically read the New 
York Times and Wall Street Journal, sensibly 
evaluate legislators’ economic proposals, 
and manage your own economic lives 
responsibly, then the course will have been 
a success. Economics is both qualitative 
and quantitative, requiring reading, writ-
ing, mathematical problem-solving, and 
data analysis. 

• Open to: 11, 12

FULL-YEAR COURSES

THE AMERICAN  
POLITICAL SYSTEM

This course examines the structure 
and workings of the American politi-
cal system. It begins with a study of the 
constitutional underpinnings of the 
American state, with particular emphasis 
on the concepts of federalism and separa-
tion of powers and how each has evolved 
over time. This course also analyzes 
the structure and function of the four 
primary institutions of government: the 
Presidency, the Congress, the Federal Ju-
diciary, and the Bureaucracy. In addition 
to understanding how the institutions of 
government operate in relation to one an-
other, this course explores various aspects 
of American political culture, including 
political beliefs and behaviors, the role of 
political parties, interest groups, and the 
media. Although the bulk of assignments 
will come from a required textbook and 
other secondary readings, students will 
also be assigned credible news sources to 
help them better understand quantita-
tive and visual representations of political 
trends, electoral results, and political 
participation. Assessments in this course 
will include both papers and tests with a 
final paper in lieu of a final exam. 

• Prerequisite: U.S. History

HISTORY OF WHITENESS

This course examines the origins and 
history of “white” as a racial categoriza-
tion and whiteness as the mechanism to 
establish and perpetually assert imag-
ined cultural norms. Conceived in the 
minds of British aristocracy and birthed 
in British North America by colonial 
elites, whiteness operates regularly and 
without fail, on a societal level down to 
the individual. “White” as a racial clas-
sification has evolved over the centuries. 
From Bacon’s Rebellion to extending 
membership to Southern and Eastern Eu-
ropeans over time—most notably Italians, 
Germans, and Irish in the late 19th/early 
20th c.—whiteness has polarized groups 
of people using fear tactics and “othering.” 
Utilizing primary-sources and varied 
secondary-source works, students will 
unpack seminal events in United States 
history, Supreme Court cases, and legisla-
tion, where understandings of whiteness 
became more nuanced. We will explore 
the on-going impact and lasting effects of 
white supremacy on white people, as well 
as People of Color. Whiteness is a fabrica-
tion and as such, cleverly imitates the 
framework of culture. We will disambig-
uate and parse buffer terms that have been 
used historically to keep whites insulated 
from the natural push and pull of their 
own ethnic identities, which attempt to 
reconnect the individual to their history 
outside of the US Through this explora-
tion, students will come to foster emo-

FALL SEMESTER  
COURSES
Open to Grades 11, 12

tional intelligence by utilizing somatic 
and psycho-social awareness as a source of 
understanding, learning, growth, and the 
capacity to connect with their own selves 
and people around them. Affinity groups 
play an integral role in bringing both 
groups of students together. With Mollie, 
white students will confront their own 
experience with white guilt and fragility 
and reconnect—or in some cases, connect 
for the first time—with their own ethnic 
heritage, in an effort to foster a greater 
sense of self-acceptance and love. With 
Justin Morgan, Students of Color will 
identify, confront, and discuss with one 
another personal trauma suffered as a re-
sult of whiteness to demonstrate self-care 
in action and, more importantly, to begin 
to heal. Ultimately, this course is meant 
to cultivate the history, language, and in-
ternal presence of all students so that we 
can more effectively engage in healing 
community through dialogue around race 
and racism. Students will be expected 
to complete the following: analysis of 
daily readings, a racial autobiography and 
presentation, an ethnic research project 
that builds on the aforementioned autobi-
ography, and a research paper looking at 
the ways in which different nationalities/
ethnicities have been assimilated by or 
excluded by whiteness. The History of 
Whiteness is a collaborative offering by 
the History and Human Development 
departments. Students will receive a letter 
grade at the end of the term. There will 
not be a final.
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SOUTH AFRICAN  
HISTORY, LITERATURE, 
AND FILM 

In the past two decades, South Africa, a 
country with a history that is in many 
ways similar to that of the US, has 
undergone a remarkable transformation 
from an oppressive, white-ruled society 
to a vibrant democracy. This course will 
examine the roots of this transformation 
and the evolution of South African soci-
ety. We will focus not only on historical 
events and trends, but also on social and 
cultural developments that have shaped 
South Africa, using historical texts and 
documents, oral histories, literature, mu-
sic and film. We will begin with a brief 
look at Southern African society before 
European contact and the transformation 
of African society following European 
conquest and colonialism, trace the 
evolution of white racial domination and 
African responses to it, and examine the 
struggle and ultimate triumph over apart-
heid. We will conclude with a consider-
ation of the country’s recent successes, as 
well as the challenges still faced by South 
Africa. The course will include films 
such as Come Back, Africa, Tsotsi, and Long 
Night’s Journey Into Day, and students will 
write praise poems, study the protest 
music of the anti-apartheid struggle, and 
learn to speak a little Zulu. Work for the 
course will include class participation, 
presentations, essays, and quizzes, and 
a final project to be developed by each 
student on a topic of his/her interest.

BLACK LIBERATION: 
BLACK POWER POLITICS, 
THE BLACK PANTHER 
PARTY, AND THE INTER-
SECTION OF COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZING AND  
ACTIVISM

The Black Panther Party for Self-Defense 
was founded across the Bay Bridge in 
Oakland, CA, in October of 1966. This 
course will explore the history and poli-
tics of the Black Panther Party, situating 
their legacy within the broader context 
of the Black Power movement of the 
1960s, pan-Africanism, and 20th c. Black 
liberation struggles against Western im-
perialism. Our examination of the Black 
Panther Party will serve as a springboard 
to interrogate the politics of poverty, 
segregation, and police brutality, as well 
as the position of Black Lives Matter. We 
will analyze primary and secondary-
source documents from ex-Panthers—
specifically Kathleen Cleaver, Angela 
Davis, and Ericka Huggins, all of whom 
are local to the Bay Area—relevant 
political revolutionaries of the 20th c., 
and others while examining them side-
by-side with the work of contemporary 
authors who outline parallels between 
then and now. Students will confront 
their own activist spirit and learn about 
the fundamentals of activism at the same 
time. How to properly engage in civil 
disobedience is key as there is a time 
and a place for everything. Students will 
learn through partnerships with local 
communities and organizations, those 
engaged in the work, just how important 
time and location are to an activist’s cause. 
Students will be assessed through an ana-
lytical paper, a research paper, a midterm, 
and daily participation. There will not be 
a final.

SPRING SEMESTER 
COURSES
Open to Grades 11, 12

THE MODERN  
MIDDLE EAST

This class will focus on major events in 
the Middle East since the Arab Spring in 
2011. What happened, and why? How 
do the causes and effects of uprisings in 
countries like Libya, Algeria, Syria, and 
Egypt help explain the different courses 
each revolution took and the results since? 
Did Iran’s Green revolution in 2009 fore-
tell these later uprisings? Is the rise of ISIS 
the result or the refutation of the Arab 
Spring, or both? We will watch docu-
mentaries and read books that include 
James Gelvin, The Arab Uprisings: What 
Everyone Needs to Know; Robert Worth, 
A Rage for Order; William McCants, The 
ISIS Apocalypse; and Hooman Majd, The 
Ayatollahs’ Democracy. Students will take 
a map quiz, plan and lead a class, turn 
in weekly reading responses, and write 
several 4–6 page papers.

COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Comparative Politics examines the 
contemporary political systems of estab-
lished, transitional, and nondemocra-
cies. Focus countries vary from year to 
year, depending on the signif icance of 
world events and have recently included 
study of a combination of the following: 
United States, Britain, France, Germany, 
India, Japan, Brazil, Mexico, Rus-
sia, China and Iran. Emphasis is placed 
on the legislative and executive forms 
in each nation, the role(s) of political 
parties, and the economic, social, and 
cultural forces affecting their systems. 
Four themes are considered in the study 
of each country: the political role of the 
country in the world, its place within 
the global economy, the demands of its 
citizens for greater control and partici-
pation, and the impact of its collective 
identities. Students are expected to 
complete assigned readings from the text 
each day and from supplemental sources 
as assigned. Major assessments will 
include a combination of written exams, 
papers, and in-class presentations.

THE US SINCE 1945:  
AMERICA AND THE 
WORLD

While the Cold War refers to a global 
phenomenon, this course will focus on 
US foreign policy. As such, it will investi-
gate whether the Cold War is best under-
stood as an objective state of reality based 
on irreconcilable differences between the 
USSR and the US, or as an American 
project. It will examine Cold War US 
foreign policy in light of post-WWII 
decolonization, as well as the linkages 
among US foreign policy in the Middle 
East, Asia, Africa, Latin America, and 
Europe. It will also question whether the 
Cold War itself (in the sense of a global 
struggle between the US and USSR) is 
always the best analytical lens to use to 
understand historical situations that took 
place during the Cold War period. The 
course will end by examining the roots of 
the War on Terror within the Cold War 
and post-1991 American policy in the 
Middle East. We will examine primary 
and secondary sources and films.

US HISTORY  
THROUGH FILM

This class will consider, in the widest 
sense, the relationship between film and 
America since 1900. How useful is film, 
really, as a historical source? How do 
films tell the truth? How do they mislead 
or even lie? In pursuit of answers, we 
will look at films grouped around major 
themes: love, war, multicultural america, 
and religion; we will consider how the 
films’ treatment of themes changes over 
time, as well as the ways in which each 
film illuminates the larger cultural 
concerns of a period. Assignments include 
weekly short papers, larger papers on each 
theme, and a final project in which you 
curate your own festival of three films 
on a theme of your choice. Films may 
include The Cheat, Guess Who’s Coming 
to Dinner, Cleopatra Jones, 8 Mile, My Man 
Godfrey, Pillow Talk, Mississippi Masala, Dr. 
Strangelove, Red Dawn, and  
Left Behind II: Tribulation Force.

Fall Semester Courses continued...




